MANISHA RAJU

1969    Born on 13th Dec, at Nagpur ,Maharashtra State

1997    Came to Cholamandal Artist Village, Chennai

2003    Ph.D.

2003
Group Show Concern India Foundation, Sunder Mahal Chennai

2004   Solo Show at CPR Art Gallery ,Chennai

2004
Group show Royal Academy “ Ganesha Show”, Gulbarga, Karnataka.

2004     Solo Show at Ananya Art Gallery, Pondicherry.

2005
 “Affordable Art Show” by Vinyasa Art Gallery at Chitrakala Parishad, Bangalore. 

2006    Two persons Show at Dakshinachitra Art Gallery, Chennai.

2006   Solo Show Kasthuri Srinivasan Art Gallery , Coimbtore.

2007   Participation  show “Southern Metaphor”  at  Prakrit Arts Gallery, Chennai.
2007   Solo show at Prakrit Arts Gallery, Chennai.
 I have many shows in participation in my credit. There are many Collection of my Paintings in India 
and Abroad.  I was associated with "Kaladalan" at Nagpur, followed by Late Satyavrat  Deshmukh, 

former  student of "Shantiniketan" (Bengal School of Arts).
Painting is totally learnd & acquired by Myself. Painting for me is not only passion, rather it's a Creation....., Devotion.....,and  Meditation to me.

My Evolution - as an Artist.

Nature has irs biggest source of energy , which inspires me to Paint. The process of painting is the moment of total involvement for me. The existence of creation is the valued one and other existence gets merge all around. Me and my surface is the only existing existence.
From my child hood I was fond of color. I used to sketch whatever I could see all-around. During my schooling, my drawing teacher Mr. Vairagade was my first guide, to give me fundamentals of painting. During, I passed my elementary & intermediate drawing examination.

Those days I was very much inspired by painters like Raja Ravi Varma,Mulgaonkar and SM Pandit, among western artist Pablo Pcasso & Michele Angelo.

Later on I came  in contact with Dadasaheb Deshmukh, Who was Fellow of Shantiniketan, Bengal. That time period has a great impact on me, thus my work has an influence of Bengal School of Arts, the impression was really strong. Those days I was very much interested in Indian traditional art & mythology. I used to do miniatures, in tempera technique.

Painting is the reflection of one’s true feeling, ideas & imagination. I never want my work to be complicated on the contrary I want it to be very simplified & should provide comfort ability to the viewer. 

Cholamandal was a real milestone in my art journey, Where I got associated in1997. My  association with the artist community and as my husband is also an artist it leads better understanding of the art to me. This is the soil where art percolates within me in true way. 

I would like to express that, which exists beyond the actual physical existence. Which  is deep within. Where this existence gets resolve. I handled many mediums watercolor , poster color, pastels & acrylic. All medium has their own grace. 
My stylization is figurative. Human figure and its metaphysical existence is the core concept of my work, it’s a search for self and confrontation with that existence. This  and an effort to interact with that existence.
My works offer lots of satisfaction & real lust to me. 
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“SEARCH FOR SELF”

With passing time all the  exists around tend to change. Time shapes & reshapes the spatial metaphor.

This change is not only outward but inward too..........!

Time alters metaphysical perception in context with dynamic space.

Time forms, A new Existence with new dimension in space.

Lines & colors in interaction with space, on a surface, creates an arts.

There is a search for nostalgic era & it explores, Indian Mythology.

Mythology has a core source of values, culture, tradition, conceptual, ideology & aesthetics.

My lyricism is an expression of mythological forms. Which has a great impact on me.

These impressions creates existence & negotiate with my space.

The existing energy within the form & its line rhythm is a real manifestation.

With rhythm there is a deep silence along. That’s what emphasis to gaze at the works.

This silence reflects on viewers hearts.

That is what a great achievement of any art work.

Its,  an effort to make each & every line to form a melody & every color stroke vocal.

It is just a feel, touching feel.........!

NAVAGRAHA

A human being is part of the whole, universe.  It is limited in time and space. We experience ourselves, our thoughts and feelings as something separate from the rest, a kind of optical delusion of consciousness.
At that point the thin line between individual existence & whole universe gets resolve. This resolution is been interpreted in varied ways and then the confrontation comes into existence, with the self.

My lyricism is also a way of confrontation, search for self, that metaphysical existence which exists beyond physical existence. My narration converses many subjects and its relation with contemporary happening.  My expression process is through figuration with well defined forms, unique matrix of subtle tonal variation and minimalist contributing elements. Each developing form on the confined surface offers, me relative space, where actual form & empty space around negotiate relatively and adds meaning to the space.  

The true value of a human being is determined by the measure and the sense in which they have obtained liberation from the self. Indian mythology has great impact on me. It is my varied approach that provide me different prospective to look at the same things. 
Navagraha is considered to be gods with their unique existence. Navagraha located in every corner of the Hindu temple is an unavoidable existence. People have great belief on its impact on human life. It inspires me to convert this concept and offered me ground to conceptually develop the ideas & forms with varied approach.

 The recent body of my work on Navagraha, is a metaphysical unfolding of a whole creative process of mine. It’s an addition to understanding the grammar of visual language in a better way.
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